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FIRST:  Some thoughts on ways to organize your day… 

 

 

 

Activities for Students 
We hope the suggestions collected here will give our families some guidance on how to add meaning to 
this forced hiatus from school. The ideas include fun educational exercises, independence-building 
activities, and a list of reading recommendations. We have even included a list of books for adults! 

Sincerely, 
The Montessori Staff 
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EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES FOR JUNIORS: 
Below is a list of websites that include fun, school-related activities, games, puzzles, and more. 

 

Crafts/Activities/Recipes 
www.makingfriends.com 

www.funfamilycrafts.com 
www.parents.com/familyfun-magazine.com 

 

Miscellaneous 
www.freerice.com 

www.lizardpoint.com 
www.shepherdssoftware.com 

www.tlsbooks.com 

 
Spelling 

www.spellingcity.com 
www.k12reader.com 

www.superkids.com 

 
Typing 

www.typingclub.com 
www.typing.com 

www.typingstudy.com 

Reading Comprehension 
www.abcteach.com (free with free account) 

www.k12reader.com 
www.superteacherworksheets.com 

 

Handwriting 
www.abcteach.com (cursive printables) 

 
Math 

www.math.com 

www.mathplayground.com 
www.coolmath4kids.com 

www.superteacherworksheets.com 
www.superkidz.com 

www.ezschool.com 

www.mathfactcafe.com 
 

Scholastic has also created a helpful page 
www.scholastic.com/learnathome 
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(from Pobble.com) 

Non-screen activities you can do at home: 25 Ideas 

What can you do when there’s no school and you’re stuck at home? Here are 25 fun ideas to choose from. 

 

1: How many different words can you make from the letters in this sentence below? Grab a pencil and 
paper and write a list! “Today we are learning from home.” 

2: Thank a community hero. Think of someone that helps you in some way and write a short letter to thank 
them. 

3: Get building! You could build a Lego model, a tower of playing cards or something else. 

4: Can you create your own secret code? You could use letters, numbers, pictures or something else! Can 
you get someone else to try and crack it? 

5: Start a nature diary. Look out of the window each day and keep note of what you see. Birds, flowers, 
changes in the weather, what else? 

6: Hold a photo session. Use a camera or a mobile phone to take some snaps. What will you photograph? 
Your pets or toys perhaps? 

7: Build a reading den. Find somewhere cozy, snuggle up and read your favorite book!  

8: Use an old sock to create a puppet. Can you put on a puppet show for someone? 

9: Make a list of all the electrical items in each room of your home. Can you come up with any ideas to use 
less electricity? 

10: Design and make a homemade board game and play it with your family. 

11: Do something kind for someone. Can you pay them a compliment, make them something or help them 
with a task? 

12: Can you create a story bag? Find a bag and collect items to go in it that relate to a well known story. If 
you can’t find an item, you could draw a picture to include. 

13: List making! Write a list of things that make you happy, things you’re grateful for, or things you are good 
at. 

14: Design and make an obstacle course at home or in the garden. How fast can you complete it? 

15: Can you invent something new? Perhaps a gadget or something to help people? Draw a picture or 
write a description. 

16: Keep moving! Make up a dance routine to your favorite song. 

17: Write a play script. Can you act it out to other people? 

18: Read out loud to someone. Remember to read with expression. 

19: Write a song or rap about your favorite subject 

20: Get sketching! Find a photograph or picture of a person, place or object and sketch it. 

21: Junk modeling! Collect and recycle materials such as yogurt pots, toilet rolls and boxes and see what 
you can create with them. 

22: Draw a map of your local area and highlight interesting landmarks. 

23: Write a postcard to your teacher. Can you tell them what you like most about their class. 

24: Draw a view. Look out of your window and draw what you see. 

25: Get reading! What would you most like to learn about? Can you find out more about it in books? Can 
you find a new hobby? 
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Suggested activities for 3 to 5 year old children: 

v Photographic Memory: Select a picture from a storybook or magazine; let your child study it carefully. 
While hiding the image from him, ask questions to see how well he can describe the picture. Base your 
questions on your child’s age and abilities. With young children you may ask simple questions: “What 
color was the car?” or “Was there an animal in the picture?” Increase the complexity and challenge 
with more difficult questions: “How many animals did you see?” or “What were the people doing?” 

v Rhyming Game: Select a common word; ask your child to thinks of as many rhyming words as 
possible. For example, if the word is “cat”: hat, mat, fat, sat, that, bat, rat. For “time”: dime, lime, 
rhyme, crime, slime, mime, etc. 

v In the Bag: Place several common objects into a paper bag. You might select favorite toys and/or 
stuffed animals; household objects such as sponges or kitchen utensils; or food items such as celery 
stalks, carrots, & cucumbers. Have your child feel inside the bag without looking and try to identify 
the objects. Give clues if needed, and choose appropriate items. 

v Timeline of a Child’s Day: Use a long thin sheet of paper divided into sections marked off in hours, 
starting with whenever your child rises and ending with her bed time. On separate paper ask your 
child to draw a picture of herself when she gets up in the morning, washes and brushes her teeth, etc. 
Discuss with her what she is going to do next: go to school, play in the backyard, have lunch, go 
shopping, watch television, have supper, read stories, have a bath, go to bed. Throughout the day she 
can draw a picture of each activity as it occurs. Write the time under each activity, and. paste or tape 
these pictures onto the timeline at the appropriate time of the day. 

v Treasure Hunt: Ask your child to find, for example, 3 red socks, 4 spoons, 2 black and white sneakers, 
5 blue washcloths. He can find these objects and bring them to a table or carpet. Make small slips of 
paper with numerals on them so your child may match the labels with the objects. 

v In My Grandmother’s Attic: One family member begins: “In my grandmother’s attic, I found an (item 
beginning with ‘A’).” The next person continues, “In my grandmother’s attic, I found (repeat previous 
item) and (item beginning with ‘B-’).” “In my grandmother’s attic, I found (repeat previous 2 items) 
and (item beginning with ‘C-’).” Continue through the whole alphabet. The list grows as the game 
continues, and each person must remember all the preceding items mentioned by other family 
members (as a challenge, agree in advance on a category: e.g. animals, vehicles, or foods) . 

v Oral Stories: Sit outside under a tree. Have your child tell you a favorite story. Retell them the story 
as you heard it. Take turns doing this. 

v Paper Quilt: Cut pieces of various textured paper into squares (wallpaper works well) and punch a 
series of holes along all edges. Help your child use yarn to “sew” the squares into a quilt. 

 
 

Suggested activities for 5 to 7+ year old children: 

all of the previous plus… 

v Mnemonics: We use mnemonics to help us remember categories, names, or spellings. For the colors of 
the rainbow we all learned ROY G. BIV (red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet). In music, we 
use, “Every good boy does fine” (E, G, B, D, F) for the notes on the lines of the treble clef. Encourage 
your child to make up her own mnemonics for remembering names, addresses, and other important 
things – like the flavors at a local ice cream shop. 

v Mapping the World: For a young child, start with a map of his room. On a piece of paper, draw the 
outline of the room; then sketch something obvious, like the bed, dresser, etc. Ask where the window, 
door or other objects would be located. Continue until you have the whole room mapped out. Try this 
with other rooms in your house. Progress to your backyard, neighbor-hood, the park, etc. As your 
maps get more complex, keep giving plenty of familiar landmarks. 
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v Family Tree: Give your child a large sheet of paper and crayons or markers. Show your child where to 
draw boxes for various relatives, starting at the top with the oldest living generation. You might want 
to use different colors for your side and your spouse’s side of the family. Allow your child to write in 
the family names herself. To make the tree more detailed, affix photos of the various people to their 
names on the tree or ask your child to draw portraits. If you have enough space on the paper, you may 
write a brief story about each family member. 

v Green hair: Using old disposable cups, have your child draw animal or human faces on them with 
crayons or markers. You might also provide pieces of cork or felt that can be glued onto the cups to 
make facial features, ears, beard, etc. Fill the cups with potting soil and sprinkle the top with a layer 
of grass seed. Moisten the dirt and place the cups in a sunny area. Make sure the soil doesn’t dry out. 
Within a week or two, your child’s cup faces will sprout delicate strands of green hair, which will 
eventually become thick shocks in need of a trim. Under your supervision, your child can then switch 
from gardener to hairdresser, cutting and trimming as he sees fit. 

v Square Foot Garden: Help your child plan, plant, and tend his own small corner of the garden (just 12” 
x 12” can be enough). 

v Diaries and Pen-pals: Have your child keep a diary of this time off. Encourage him or her to write and 
send letters to classmates or relatives. 

v Grocery Shopping (if appropriate): Allow your child to prepare a small list of items to find when you go 
shopping. While at the store take a moment to show an older child the nutrition information on labels. 
Help your child compare prices and add small amounts of money. Allow your child to help weigh the 
produce. 

v Game Night: Board games and other organized games are a great family activity. Some suggestions 
include Uno, Geo Safari, Monopoly Jr., Scrabble Jr,. and Mankala. Besides their own educational 
values, playing board games helps your child learn principles of fair play, strengthen her attention 
span, and develop spatial coordination. 

 
 
 
Suggested responsibilities for 3 to 5 year olds: 
• dress self 
• grooming (comb hair, brush teeth, wash face, 

use tissues) 
• put dirty clothes in hamper 
• clean up toys 
• fold laundry (towels, socks are easiest) 
• clear own dishes from table 
 

Suggested chores for 5 to 7 year olds: 
all of the previous plus… 
• clean up own room (clothes, toys, books) 
• sort laundry (darks/lights) 
• set plates (or silverware or glasses) on table 
• feed and walk a pet 
• water the plants 

 

 
 

PROMOTE HEALTHY READING HABITS 
 

We encourage everyone to develop a habit of regular reading. We have coded the following books 
according to reading/comprehension level, although we do caution parents to review the selections 

themselves in advance, since every child is different: 
 
 

E = for emerging/early readers (Primary/Lower elementary students),  
M = for medium level readers (Elementary students),  
A = for advanced readers (Upper elementary/Middle school students) 
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EXPLORING OUR WORLD  

E = An Ambush of Tigers: A Wild Gathering of 
Collective Nouns 

  by Betsy R. Rosenthal 

E = A Chicken Followed Me Home! Questions and 
Answers about a Familiar Fowl 

 by Robin Page 
E = Hippos Are Huge! 

 by Jonathan London 
E = Raindrops Roll 

 by April Pulley Sayre 

E = Water Is Water: A Book about the Water Cycle 
 by Miranda Paul 

E = Woodpecker Wham! 
 by April Pulley Sayre 

M = Enormous Smallness: A Story of E. E. 
Cummings 

 by Matthew Burgess 

M = Flutter & Hum / Aleteo y zumbido: Animal 
Poems / Poemas de animales 

 Ed. by Julie Paschkis 

M = Mad about Monkeys 
 by Owen Davey 

 
 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

E = Crow Boy 
 by Taro Yashima 

E = Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World’s 
Most Famous Bear 

 by Lindsay Mattick 

E = Grandma Lives in a Perfume Village 

 by Fang Suzhen 
E = Hawk, I’m Your Brother 

 by Byrd Baylor 
E = Last Stop on Market Street 

 by Matt de la Peña 

E = Pippi Longstocking 
 by Astrid Lindgren 

M = Adventures with Waffles 
 by Maria Parr 

M = The Chalk Box Kid 

 by Clyde Robert Bulla 

M = Circle of Gold 

 by Candy Dawson Boyd 
M = The Family under the Bridge 

 by Natalie Savage Carlson 
M = Philip Hall likes me. I reckon maybe. 

 by Bette Greene 

A = Goodbye Stranger 
 by Rebecca Stead 

A = Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates 
 by Mary Mapes Dodge 

A = Iggie’s House  

 by Judy Blume 
A = Island of the Blue Dolphins 

 by Scott O’Dell 
A = Tracker 

 by Gary Paulsen 

A = Bridge to Terabithia 
 by Katherine Paterson 

A = Summer of the Swans 
 by Betsy Byars 

A = The Egypt Game 

 by Zilpha Keatley Snyder 
 

 
FANTASY  

E = The Enormous Egg 

 by Oliver Butterworth 
E = Paul Bunyan 

 retold by Steven Kellogg 

E = The Tale of Peter Rabbit 

 by Beatrix Potter 

M = The Indian in the Cupboard 
 by Lynne Reid Banks 

M = Mr. Popper’s Penguins 
 by Richard & Florence Atwater 

M = Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry 
Farmer 

 by Kelly Jones 
M = The Wind in the Willows 

 by Kenneth Grahame 

A = Baba Yaga’s Assistant 

 by Marika McCoola 
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A = Cuckoo Song 

 by Frances Hardinge 
A = Five Children and It 

 by E. Nesbit 

A = Mossflower 

 by Brian Jacques 

A = A String in the Harp 
 by Nancy Bond 

 
 

HUMOR 

E = Flossie and the Fox 
 by Patricia C. McKissack 

E = Frank and Ernest 
 by Alexander Day 

M = Freckle Juice 

 by Judy Blume 
 

 
MYSTERY 

E = Who Done It? 

 by Olivier Tallec 
M = The Blackthorn Key 

 by Kevin Sands 
M = Emil and the Detectives 

 by Erich Kastner 

M = Fuzzy Mud 
 by Louis Sachar 

M = Knee-Knock Rise 
 by Natalie Babbitt 

M = Murder Is Bad Manners 

 by Robin Stevens 
M = Royal Magic 

 by Ruth Chew 
A = The Eyes of the Amaryllis 

 by Natalie Babbitt 

A = Graven Images 
 by Paul Fleischman 

A = The Westing Game 
 by Ellen Raskin 

 

 

HISTORICAL FICTION/NONFICTION, 
CULTURAL DIVERSITY 

E = Amazing Grace 
 by Mary Hoffman 

E = The Book Itch: Freedom, Truth, & Harlem’s  
Greatest Bookstore 

 by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 

E = Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl’s Courage 
Changed Music 

 by Margarita Engle. Illus. by Rafael López 

E = Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of 
Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah 

 by Laurie Ann Thompson 

E = Lillian’s Right to Vote: A Celebration of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 

 by Jonah Winter 

E = Mango, Abuela, and Me  

 by Meg Medina 
E = Too Many Tamales 

 by Gary Soto 
E = Traveling to Tondo 

 by Verna Aardema 

E = Trombone Shorty 
 by Troy Andrews 

M = 28 Days: Moments in Black History That 
Changed the World 

 by Charles R. Smith Jr.  
M = Adam and Thomas 

 by Aharon Appelfeld 
M = Blackbird Fly 

 by Erin Entrada Kelly 

M = Frederick’s Journey: The Life of Frederick 
Douglass 

 by Doreen Rappaport 

M = Full Cicada Moon  
 by Marilyn Hilton 

M = Funny Bones: Posada and His Day of the Dead 
Calaveras 

 by Duncan Tonatiuh 
M = Ida Early Comes over the Mountain 

 by Robert Burch 

M = Lailah’s Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story 
 by Reem Faruqi 
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M = Meet Felicity 

 by Valerie Tripp 
M = Red Butterfly 

 by A. L. Sonnichsen 
M = Stella by Starlight 

 by Sharon M. Draper 

M = Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the 
Deadliest Cook in America 

 by Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

A = Echo 
 by Pam Muñoz Ryan 

A = Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings: A 
Memoir 

 by Margarita Engle 

A = First Flight around the World: The Adventures 
of the American Fliers Who Won the Race 

 by Tim Grove 

A = The Hired Girl 
 by Laura Amy Schlitz 

A = Johnny Tremain 
 by Esther Forbes 

A = The Lightning Queen 

 by Laura Resau 
A = Listen, Slowly 

 by Thanhhà Lại 
A = Moccasin Trail 

 by Eloise Jarvis McGraw 

A = Rhythm Ride: A Road Trip through the Motown 
Sound 

 by Andrea Davis Pinkney 

A = Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 

 by Mildred D. Taylor 

A = Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story 
of the 1965 Selma Voting Rights March  

 by Lynda Blackmon Lowery 
 

 

SERIES 
E = The Littles to the Rescue 

 by John Peterson 
E = The Berenstain Bears 

 by Stan and Jan Berenstain 

 

E = Mrs. Piggle Wiggle 

 by Betty MacDonald 
M = The Boxcar Children 

 by Gertrude Chandler Warner 
M = Little House in the Big Woods 

 by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

M = Misty of Chincoteague 
 by Marguerite Henry 

M = Winnie-the-Pooh  
 by A. A. Milne 

A = Warriors 

 by Erin Hunter 
A = The Hobbit 

 by J. R. R. Tolkien 
A = A Wrinkle in Time 

 by Madeleine L’Engle 

 
 

SOCIAL LESSONS  
E = I Yam a Donkey 

 by Cece Bell 

E = The Grasshopper and the Ants 
 by Jerry Pinkney 

E = If You Plant a Seed 
 by Kadir Nelson 

M = Fish in a Tree 

 by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
 

 
ALL AGES 

Bird and Diz 

 by Gary Golio 
Lost in NYC: A Subway Adventure 

 by Nadja Spiegelman 

National Geographic Book of Nature Poetry: More 
Than 200 Poems with Photographs That Float, 
Zoom, and Bloom! 

 Ed. by J. Patrick Lewis 

The Only Child 
 by Guojing 

Sail Away 

 by Langston Hughes 
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(FOR ADULTS) STAFF PICKS  

               **Not Necessarily Montessori-Related 

Creativity: Flow & the Psychology of  
Discovery & Invention  

by Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi 
Flow: The Psychology of Optimal Experience  

by Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi 

Mindset: The New Psychology of Success  
by Carol Dweck 

Blink: The Power of Thinking Without Thinking  
by Malcolm Gladwell 

Outliers: The Story of Success  

by Malcolm Gladwell 

Punished by Rewards: The Trouble with Gold 
Stars, Incentive Plans, A’s, Praise, and Other 
Bribes  

by Alfie Kohn 

Montessori: The Science behind the Genius  
by Angeline Stoll Lillard 

Last Child in the Woods  
by Richard Louv 

Parents Who Love Too Much: How Good Parents 
Can Learn to Love More Wisely and Develop 
Children of Character  

by Jane Nelson and Cheryl Erwin 
The Lost Art of Listening  

by Michael P. Nichols 

Drive: The Surprising Truth About What Motivates 
Us  
by Daniel Pink 

A Whole New Mind: Why Right-Brainers Will Rule 
the Future  

by Daniel Pink 

The Element: How Finding Your Passion Changes 
Everything  

by Sir Ken Robinson 

Out of Our Minds: Learning to Be Creative  
by Sir Ken Robinson 

Peace Is Every Step: The Path of Mindfulness in 
Everyday Life 
by Thich Nhat Hanh 

How Children Succeed: Grit, Curiosity, and the 
Hidden Power of Character  

by Paul Tough 

(FOR ADULTS) BOOKS BY MONTESSORIANS 

T. Berry Brazelton (Pediatrician): 

• Discipline: The Brazelton Way 

• Touchpoints: Birth to Three 

• Touchpoints: Three to Six 

• What Every Baby Knows 
Julia Child (Chef): 

• The French Chef Cookbook 

• Mastering the Art of French Cooking 

• My Life in France 

• The Way to Cook 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez (Nobel Laureate): 

• Autumn of the Patriarch 

• Chronicle of a Death Foretold 

• Love in the Time of Cholera 

• One Hundred Years of Solitude 
Katherine Graham (Owner, Washington Post): 

• Katherine Graham’s Washington 

• Personal History 

Peter Drucker (Management Guru): 

• The Effective Executive: The Definitive Guide 
to Getting the Right Things Done 

• Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

• Managing the Nonprofit Organization 

• Managing Oneself 

Anne Frank (Author/Diarist): 

• Diary of Anne Frank 

Andrew McAfee (Economist, co-director of the 
MIT Initiative on the Digital Economy): 

• Enterprise 2.0: New Collaborative Tools for 
Your Organization’s Toughest Challenges 

• Race Against the Machine 

• The Second Machine Age: Work, Progress, and 
Prosperity in a Time of Brilliant Technologies 

Alice Waters (Restaurateur):  

• The Art of Simple Food 

• In the Green Kitchen: Techniques to Learn by 
Heart 

• My Pantry: Homemade Ingredients that Make 
Simple Meals Special 

 

 


